[The structure of pepsin. II. Structure of the enzyme active site (at 2 angstroms resolution)].
Detailed structure of the pepsin active site in the region of the active aspartic acid residues and substrate binding S1 and S1' sites is considered. At the active site of the enzyme crystals studied several molecules of ethanol were detected, which interact with active groups. The catalytic properties of aspartyl proteinases towards dipeptide substrates were explained on the base of the specific structure of S1 and S1' binding sites.